
Public Art Commission Meeting
Thursday, July 28, 2016

6:00 PM
Longview Farm House

        Minutes

Members  present: Alderman Skip Mange, Alderman Lynn Wright, Tim Bischof, Gail
Westerman, David Althaus, William Schawacker,

Absent:  Nan Kulkarni, Mary Beth Wilson, Gail Mcleod, Cheryl Levey,

Staff liaison: Lindsey Hodge

Guest: John Baltrushunas

Approval of the minutes from the April 13, 2016 meeting.  Member Westerman 
motion to approve, member Bischof second.  Unanimously approved.

Discovery Sculpture Project:
Fundraising for the Discovery Sculpture is complete. Final check picked up from Mari de
Villa. Donations continued to come in after goal was reached with $2500 from Parks &
Trails foundation fund. All $139,000.00 was raised by private donations from residents and
businesses.

Installation of sculpture at the temporary location (Longview front lawn, front of the house)
is currently being scheduled.  

The Commission wants to put an article in the newsletter about Discovery. Article would
need to advise citizens that sculpture has been installed in a temporary location and later
will be moved to the Town Square, all money raised by citizens. List at thank you to
everyone.

Set a date for a ribbon cutting for sculpture. Possibly Friday, August 26 the same day as
the Gina’s Alvarez art opening. We will blast this as an invitation and mail something to
each household/business or individual that donated.

Sculpture plaque – Discussed putting a plaque in at statue site. A plaque has always been
planned as part of the sculpture to recognize all donors who donated $500 plus to the
project and name Mari de Villa. Discussed a permanent plaque vs a temporary plaque.
Discussed how we want to list Mari de Villa in oval style that was displayed on maquette.
They will be listed as: Discovery  By  Mari  de  Villa  Senior  Living  and  Friends. The
Commissio did specify bronze plaque on our brochure. We will proceed with a nicer
permanent plaque at the site and move it.  Not flush with ground but on a raised plinth.  



Events, Gallery & Art classes:

Discussed gallery events. What we have scheduled for the rest of the year (Gina Alvarez
August/September, Plein Air, Photo competition.)
Gina Alvarez opening reception Friday, August 26 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM.
Member Schawacker, Tim Bischof and Lindsey Hodge will meet to sketch gallery schedule
for 2017 and beyond (full 18 months.) contact and secure artists.
Idea to host a Mason Ridge student show.  Need to get Mary Beth’s thoughts on this.

City of Town & Country - Photo Competition which runs through August 31. Low amount of
entries so far.  Member Gail Westerman will help promote this event.

Saturday gallery openings have been very light in attendance. Discussed staffing these
events vs. volunteers to open gallery. Commission decided to discontinue Saturday
openings until 2017.  

Impressions of Town & Country event scheduled for Saturday, October 15, 2016.
Reception will be at Longview this year. Discussion followed. Commission had mentioned
changing a few things in 2016 after event last year. Can still discuss promoting categories.
Will discuss having the event every other year after event in 2016.

Discussed reaching out to high schools for greater participation in Impressions 2016.
Member Schawacker mentioned the real way to get students is to reach out to teachers.
Commission members will split up the high schools like we have done in the past to reach
out to teachers and students.

New Business: New development at Town & Country Crossing, Public Art.
Discussed new development at Town & Country crossing. On west side of shopping center
a Starbucks will be built. Most likely within a year. On the tentative map for development, a
small circular area has been slated for public art. Discussion followed what type of
art/sculpture would work well. Where will we get the art? Will we buy or borrow? Member
Schawacker suggested that the art museum has a program to loan/lease art which might
be worth looking in to.  Commission should make some calls.  

Meeting adjorned with walk to view sculpture site in front of Longview.  7:02PM.

Next meeting: Wednesday, August 10,  6:00 PM


