Fire Prevention and Safety Tips
By Phil Keim
MFPD Batallion Chief
There may be a time when you see a
fire start and are close enough to put it
out; possibly just by placing a lid over a
flaming pan of grease or by closing an
oven door to smother the existing flames.
In other cases, having a fire extinguisher
may prevent the small fire from becom
ing a large one.
The only time fire extinguishment
should be attempted is when you are near
the fire as it begins or when it is in its
very early stages. Alw�ys have someone
call the Fire Department, by dialing
911, even when you are trying to put
out the fire. Remember, your first con
cern is to get the family out and to notify
the Fire Department.
There are several classes and sizes
of fire extinguishers suited for home
use. Basically, there are three fire clas
sifications: Class A involves ordinary
combustibles, such as paper and
wood; Class B involves flammable or
combustible liquids; Class C involves
electrical equipment. Extinguishers
are available for the three different
classifications.
If your home is equipped with just
one fire extinguisher, the Manchester
Fire District recommends it be an A-B-C
multi-purpose dry chemical extinguisher,
which can be applied to all three classes
of fires.
Check the label for all specifications,
instructions, and specific uses of your
new fire extinguisher.
Put one fire extinguisher in the
kitchen and, if possible, another one in
the basement work area. A third extin
guisher could serve a valuable purpose
in the garage. Each one should be
placed near an exit escape route, to be
readily available whenever the fire
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cannot be controlled.
Learn how to use your fire extin
guishers before actually having to use
them on real fires. Follow these basic
steps for extinguishing a fire:
1) Aim fire extinguisher at the base
of the fire and use a sweeping motion.
2) Leave the fire if you feel that you
might be in danger.
3) In all cases, call or have someone
else call the Fire Department before you
try fighting the fire. DON'T DELAY
CALLING 911 OR IT MAY BE TOO
LATE!
Remember that you can take preven
tive measures to stop fires, such as the
following:
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1. Correct any and all household fire
hazards.
\_,I
2. Install and maintain smoke detectors in all proper locations.
3. Practice family escape planning.
4. Teach your family fire safety
behavior.
If you have questions on fire extin
guishers or any other related subjects,
contact the Manchester Fire Protection
District by calling 227-9350. Town and
Country residents or organizations inter
ested in having speakers from the Fire
District on fire safety or on paramedical
programs or in having tours, are urged to
call the District number with their
requests.
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