Town and Country on Tour

By Jeanne Belle
From a touch of the past to a taste of
the future, you'll experience the gamut in
this year's Mason Ridge House Tour.
Five homes in the Town and Country
area will be showcased to members of
our community, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Thursday, May IO.
Visit one of the few remaining
original Tudor homes
in our area and appreciate the attention given
to every detail in the
recent restoration of a
62-year-old historic
property on Topping
Road. A two-story Flor
ida room with brick
walls and spa comple
ment the warmth and
uniqueness of this ele
gant home.
Experience the 'coun
try' of our community
when you visit another
one of the homes nestled
in the trees at the end of
a short country lane, off
Mason Road. Originally built as a four
room farmhouse in 1939, the owners
have actually "raised the roof' by adding
a second story but have maintained the
building's charm with their additions and
by decorating with accents of mid 17001800 period antiques and collections of
sleighs and hand-carved field birds. A
caretaker's cottage is built adjacent to the
home, overlooking a magnificent view of
the valley below.
A graceful fountain in the large
pond spews water 40 feet into the air
as visitors cross -over a newly con
structed and picturesque arched stone
bridge, to get a look at the next home
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on the tour. Recently completed, it was
built as a copy of a Southern
Plantation home in Natchez, Miss.
The restful porch, sweeping across
the entire length of front of the home, is
like that of the Natchez home where
Jefferson Davis was married. But, the
interior of this new home, in addition to
carrying out the Southern Plantation

theme, reflects the many interests and
creativity of its owners.
Two separate free-standing open
staircases gracefully curve from the
upper to lower levels of this three-story
home. An interior balcony runs the entire
back length of the home and overlooks
the sunroom. A Chinese red dining
room, European antiques, green marble,
red marble, authentic English Pub signs,
a firepole in the boy's bedroom, a gor
geous panelled library give you just a
feeling of the diversity and excitement in
this home. And, speaking of excitement,
the owner explained the involvement of
installing a swimming pool. "We had to
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have it lifted by crane into the pond and
-._;
floated across to the other side!" she
said.
A Fairfield condominium, decorated
by Jane Gantz, ASID, reflects both the
traditional taste of the husband and con
temporary preference of his wife. In this
eclectic design, the mixing and blending
of the two extremes presents quite
unique and pleasant
surroundings for a
building that covers a
5700 square foot area
In the dining room
there's a skylight, two
rows of track lighting in
the sloped ceiling, and a
traditional chandelier-
five feet in diameter-
which provide a choice
of lighting. Similar
blendings of oak and
marble, mirrors and
leaded glass, geometric
designs and traditional
patterns develop a
splendid atmosphere
but also provide a very �
liveable and comfortable environment.
A lovely home in Town and Country'--..)
Estates could be billed as an "Antique
Collector's Paradise." Collectors and (or)
students of Amish or Shaker items will
appreciate the Buckley Moss and Coca
Romley pictures displayed in the home.
In addition to the many functional
antiques, this room--with library and five
bedrooms (each with a bath)--has a beau
tifully wooded back yard and pool.
For information about the tour and
luncheon, which will be held at the
Slattery Center at St Anselm's, call 4347125 or 576-0867. This project is spon
sore<l by the Mason Ridge PTA.
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