Quality Landscaping and Architecture Reflect City's Lifestyle
By Edward T. Baur
Baur Properties' Chairman and CEO
Town
and
Country has a lot
going for it. The
community has
some of the finest
homes and neigh
borhoods in St.
Louis and a beau
tiful setting, with
woods and rolling
hills.
Residents also enjoy top-notch
schools and have an easy commute to
work and prime shopping and entertain
ment. People work hard to
live here and are proud of
Town and Country's dis
tinctive quality of life.
Therefore, develop
ers have a specia l
responsibility to ensure
that commercial devel
opment in Town and
Country measures up to
the quality of the sur
rounding homes and
neighborhoods and is a
lasting credit to the
community. The reason
is simple--the communi
ty is entitled to it.
This is the approach
we've taken for the Mason Ridge and
Maryville Centre office parks along U.S.
Highway 40. Each of the office buildings
has been designed to be architecturally
distinctive and to harmonize with the
natural environment.
Citicorp's twin headquarters at
Mason Ridge are the first office build
ings in St. Louis to win the BOMA
Building of the Year award for out-
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standing architecture two years in
close succession. In addition, the first
building at Maryville Centre, the
home of IBM, also won the prestigious
BOMA Building of the Year Award.
Attractive buildings are only a part
of good development. Equal attention
must be placed on preserving and
enhancing the natural environment.
That's why more than 5,000 trees,
75,000 daffodils and tulips and thou
sands of perennial flowers have already
been planted at Maryville Centre as part
of our ongoing landscaping campaign to
augment existing foliage and to beautify
the environment. Forested berms are also

created to preserve a natural habitat for
wildlife and to provide an attractive
buffer for residential neighbors.
This was done, not just for the enjoy
ment of the people who work at
Maryville Centre, but also to show sensi
tivity to the people who live around us.
Maryville Centre is one of the
largest reforestation projects in
Missouri and has won statewide and
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national recognition for the scope and \._./
caliber of its landscaping. Awards
include the Governor's Town
Treescape Award, the National Arbor
Day Project Award and special recog
nition from the Take Pride in America
Awards Program, sponsored by the
U.S. Department of the Interior.
Quality landscaping and architecture
are just a few of the ways we try to
ensure that commercial development
makes a worthwhile contribution to the
· community. Just as quality neighbor
hoods attract and retain quality residents,
so, too, do quality office buildings attract
and retain quality compa
nies- -companies which
provide jobs, pay taxes
and support education and
other vital services.
Granted, sometimes
the needs of commercial
development differ some
what from the preferences
of residents. But, steps
can be taken to ensure
'\ that any development that
does take place is compatible with the character of '----' the community and passes
the ultimate test of quality--the test of time.
We owe it to you and
ourselves that Town & Country remains
the best place to live .... and work.
Editor's Note: The preceding article is
a tribute to the City from a member of
the business community, which is
appreciated by City officials who, in
turn, recognize the important role of
business in the development of a viable
community where people want to
work and live.
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