Employee Recognition Dinner

The laughter was spontaneous but
there were serious moments, too, when the
City of Town and Country hosted its annu
al Employee Recognition Dinner in early
December that was attended by elected and
appointed officials at the Municipal Center.
Mayor Betty Perry was emcee and
made award presentations honoring
employees who have worked for the City
from five to 30 years.
The highest service record totaled 30
years for Joan Klinghammer, City Clerk,
who received appropriate congratulatory
remarks and a gift from Mayor Perry but
fellow employees roasted the veteran
municipal clerk with a totally different type
presentation.
Joan was presented a giant-sized pen
cil, nearly as tall as James Robinson, City
Administrator, who presented the gift on
behalf of the clerk's colleagues.
It seems that Joan puts her name on all
of her pencils so, when they mysteriously
disappear from the clerk's office, she can
easily retrieve them. Such will not be the
case with the gigantic, wall-sized pencil
given to her at the recognition dinner.
Patrolman Lee Volmert was honored
for holding the second highest service
record of 25 years. Police officer, Nelson
McVey, received a 10-year service award.
Five-year honorees included Steve
Cintel, Robert Arthur and John

Mayor Perry congratulates Patro�an Lee
Volmert, for 25-year service record.

Mattingly, all police officers; Arline
Patterson, Police Clerk; Steve Nelke,
Detective; Gary Hoelzer, Detective
Sergeant, and Nels Brown, Director of
Community Development
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exercises.
Discovery Zone, located near the
City's new branch post office and
Tippin's Restaurant at Woods Mills
Road (between Highway 40 and Clayton
Road), opened December 8, 1990, and
attracted 12,000 children the following
month, including group and individual
visits, birthday parties and field trips.
Bert Spicer, innovative manager of
the fun house, tested the zone playland
with "two marketing experts", his daughter
Jennifer, 5, and son Robert, 3, and had
the same problem other parents have with
their youngsters. He had a difficult time
getting them to leave the mini amusement
center for home!
Spicer admits it's a bit disconcerting, to
deal with youngsters only three feet tall,
after being a consultant with big corporate
finns such as McDonnell Douglas and
Anheuser Busch. He finds it's more fun,
however, and challenging, since opening
the first Discovery Zone operation in the
St. Louis Area and fourth in the nation.

Employees presented Joan Kllnghammer
with a giant-sized pencil that is not likely
to be taken from her office unobtrusively.
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He was trained in Kansas City, Mo.,
where franchise holders have three
Discovery Zones. Franchise rights ha,·
been sold in 50 other locations, Spicer sai...__,,.
The firm's philosophy is to provide a
wholesome, safe play environment for
the entire family. The goals are to pro
vide non-competitive free play, to
encourage physical, intellectual, emo
tional and social development.
The need for more physical develop
ment is evident from facts presented by the
President's Council on Physical Fitness and
Sports. The council reports that 40 percent
of children, ages 5 to 8, show signs of hav
ing at least one coronary risk factor, such
as high blood pressure, elevated cholesterol
and low cardiovascular capacity.
Fifty percent of the nation's children
are not getting enough exercise to develop
healthy hearts and lungs, the study shows.
Sixty-two percent of our children
flunked physical fitness tests, compared
to eight percent in Europe.
"We are too sedentary," Spicer said.
"The kids are bused to school or parents
take them. They watch too much televi
sion. An average child of 12 watches over
24 hours of TV per week or an average of
2 to 4 hours daily."
The Discovery Zone's exercise play
land is divided into two parts, one for chi'
dren under 40 inches tall and the other fo,._/
those who are taller.
It's believed by Discovery managers
that fun and challenging play will give
youngsters the opportunity to build a sense
of independence and self-esteem.
Discovery Zone rates are $4.95 per
hour, $6.95 per two hours and $7.95 per
three hours. Rates are cheaper with a Club
Discount Card, which costs $24.95 for one
child for a full year and $6.95 for each
additional child in the same family. The
card offers additional percentage savings
on zone-related events or merchandise.
There are special field trip rates and group
rates. For information, call 230-8000.
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